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March 12, 2013 
 
 
 
Honorable Carleton E. Carey, Sr., Mayor 
Members of Dover City Council 
City Hall 
Dover, DE 19901 
 
 
 
Mayor Carey and Council Members: 
 
It is my pleasure to submit to you the 2012 Annual Report of the Dover Police Department.  This past year 
proved to be a challenging year for the employees of the Dover Police Department and I am proud of the 
work completed with reduced staff throughout 2012.  It is my belief that 2013 will prove to be another chal-
lenging year for all those involved in public safety, but I assure you the employees of the Dover Police De-
partment are up to the task. 
 
When reviewing this report you will first notice that the Departmentôs total complaints have increased 3.5%, 
which is a total of 1,275 more complaints then the previous year.  Although our total complaints have in-
creased, I am happy to report the total number of Group A Crimes has decreased 2.5% and the city experi-
enced a 7.6% decrease in violent crime, which includes murder, forcible rape, robbery and aggravated as-
sault. 
 
The Dover Police Department continues to excel in investigating major crimes.  We have some of the high-
est clearance rates in the nation when compared to cities of similar size.  This year we experienced 3 fewer 
robberies than in 2011 and 63% of these crimes were cleared.  There were 129 burglary investigations in 
2012, 17 less than 2011.  Of the 129 burglaries, 62% of these crimes were cleared.  As you view the graphs 
on pages 9 and 11 you will see that we have greatly exceeded national averages again this year. 
 
It has long been the philosophy of the Dover Police Department that a very large percentage of crime in Do-
ver is tied to illegal drugs.  This year the Drugs, Vice and Organized Crime Section accounted for 1,951 pro-
active arrests involving drugs, prostitution and counterfeit merchandise.  As a result of these arrests, this 
group of officers seized significant amounts of illegal drugs and money.  These seizures include 4,240 
grams of marijuana, 2,710 grams of cocaine, 161 grams of heroin, 2,008 prescription pills and $129,000.00 
in currency. 

  
 



 

Dover Police Department 2012 Annual Report      

Dover Police Department 
2012 Annual Report 
 
 
 
 
You will also notice that the number of crashes (accidents) has increased 8% from the previous year.  This 
is the first time in several years that we have had an increase in traffic crashes and I would assume it is a 
direct correlation to a reduction in traffic arrests.  Traffic arrests for calendar year 2012 decreased by 16% 
as compared to 2011.  The total number of traffic arrests this year is 16,005.  Additionally, the Dover Police 
Department issued 1,345 traffic reprimands (warnings).  
 
In closing, I would encourage you to review this report in its entirety since I have only taken the time to high-
light a few specific areas.  As Chief of Police I take great pride in the amount of hard work and dedication 
put forth by my co-workers, the employees of the Dover Police Department.  It is our intention to continue 
the good work we have completed this year and build upon it in 2013. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

James E. Hosfelt, Jr. 
Chief of Police 
 
 
 
 
 
JEH/mss 
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